NOTES AND QUERIES. 

It might interest some of the little ones to hear of our latest pet 
Last winter, during the severest frost, a magpie flew into the house for 
warmth. We gave him milk and bread, and he lived in the nursery for two 
days and two nights until he looked stronger, when we opened the window 
and away he flew. The next day he returned, and since then has never left 
us, always coming when we call him. He is very impudent, and, \ am sorry 
to say, is a little thief, but then you see he cannot read the Parents' Review 
and knows no better. He flew off with a silver thimble one day, and we 
watched him dig a hole in the garden and bury it. When he has too much 
bread he always hides it in the ground, and fetches it as he requires it. Our 
cat is very friendly with him, and now the summer is here we generally 
spend the morning in the garden, together with two dogs, the cat, and the 
magpie. The children play at being Robinson Crusoe with his animals 
Hanse, as they call the magpie, dearly loves a game at hide and seek round 
a tree. He runs backwards and forwards, and no child can catch him. If 
ever a bird laughs he does, when they rush wildly round and always miss him 
Like some little children he is revengeful. A neighbour’s little boy struck 
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BY THE WAY 

Might I bring before your readers one special point I have lately thought 
much about, in the hope that some one will take the subject up, and write 
an article for the Parent t Review ? Is the power of reading character and 
the finer sense of judging the moral character of others an instinct, or can 
we teach it to our children, girls especially? Many girls do possess it 
naturally, and these always choose the right friends, and eventually marry 
men of high moral character. Others, gifted it may be in many ways, have 
-no unconscious sense of this, and at first we see them making friends of girls 
belo n their level, and afterwards marry men whom the finer instincts could 
not even tolerate as acquaintances. 

Lately an example of the latter class has been painfully brought home to 
me, and a life has been wrecked in consequence of this, the only weak point 
in her armour. One dreads making a child dissect and criticise others, but 
cannot we, by only putting before children that which is pure and holy, 
make it as impossible for them to stoop lower as for an artist to care to live 
with almanacks on his wall in place of pictures ? Perplexed. 

[Books and other “small type” matter must this month give place to 
the invaluable notes of matters concerning children discussed at the Con- 
gress of Hygiene.— E d.] 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Sydney N S W. — A public meeting was held on June n to take into 

consideration 'the necessity for forming Parents’ Unions. The Most 

Reverend the Primate presided, and there were present many of the clergy 

and other influential persons. The Primate observed, in the course of his 

t thm “ familv rearing underlies all moral and social developments, 
remarks, that family rearing "uuc “Thar this meeting. 
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